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Lesson -11 Natural Calamities

• Reading of the chapter
• Explanation (will be done in class)

(Textbook exercise)

• A. Tick the correct answer.
1. moderate
2. lava
3. Mt. Vesuvius
4. Drought

• B.Fill in the blanks.
1. Earthquakes
2. focus
3. seismograph
4. extinct
5. Floods
6. Tsunami

• C. Match the following.
Column B
a. 3
b. 4



c. 5
d. 2
e. 1

• D True or False.
(a) False
(b) False
(c) True
(d) True

 Define (Learn from pg no- 117)
(NotebookWork

New Words

Any 10words

Short Question/Answer
1 What is a natural calamity?
Ans. The calamities that are
associated with natural factors
are called natural calamities .

2. What is magma?
Ans. The hot molten rock inside the earth is called magma.

3. Name any two active and two dormant volcanoes.
Ans. Two active volcanoes are Mount Fuji and Mount Etna.

Two dormant volcanoes are Mount kea and Mount Kilimanjaro.

4. Give one measure that can prevent both floods and drought.
Ans. Planting more and more trees.



Long Question/Answer

1. What is an earthquake? What damage does an earthquake cause?
Ans. An earthquake is a sudden shaking of the earth’s crust caused by
vibrations or movements occurring deep inside the earth. Damage
caused by an earthquake –
a) Destruction of life, houses and buildings, roads and rail networks.
b) Dams and bridges may be destroyed.
c) It can give rise to other disasters like avalanche, landslides,
tsunami etc.

2 What is volcano? Explain the types of volcanoes.
Ans. An opening in the earth’s surface which allows hot liquid rock
(magma), gases and ash to come out from below the surface of the earth is
called volcano.
There are three types of volcanoes:-

a) Active volcano – Volcanoes that may erupt anytime or have
erupted in the recent past.

b) Dormant volcano – Volcanoes that have not erupted for a very
long time but may erupt in the future.

c) Extinct volcano – Volcanoes which have stopped erupting.

3 What is tsunami? How is it caused?
Ans. A tsunami is a series of huge waves caused either by an earthquake, a
volcanic eruption or any other disturbance under the sea or ocean.

4 What is the role of people during a natural calamity?



Ans. When a natural calamity occurs, we should do the following:
a) Encourage people to face the problem bravely.
b) Help people.
c) Contribute cash, food and clothes for affected people.
d) Do not spread rumours.
e) Do not get panic.

5 Differentiate between the following:
a) Flood and Drought
When it rains heavily and continuously for several days the river

overflow and submerge the nearby areas this condition is called flood. If a
particular area receives no rain or less rain than normal for a long period of
time, it is said to be affected by drought.

b) Focus and epicentre
The point below the earth’s crust where the earthquake starts is
called the focus. The point on the surface of earth just above the
focus is called epicentre.

Give Reasons
1. How can trees prevent both floods and drought?
Ans. Trees can soak up excess of water preventing run – offs and

damage caused by floods. By releasing water in the dry season, they also help
in preventing calamities like droughts. In this way they prevent both floods
and droughts.

Activity
Explain any one natural disaster with the help of pictures. Also write a few
points about it in your notebook.

Dictation
Any 10words
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